The roots of Stemona javanica were extracted with MeOH. The MeOH extract of S. javanica (90 g) was partitioned with n-hexane (300 mL  3 and H 2 O), and the H 2 O layer was partitioned with CHCl 3 (300 mL  3 and H 2 O). The CHCl 3 extract (1. 
General procedures
Optical rotations were measured on a JASCO DIP-1000 polarimeter. UV spectra were recorded on a Shimadzu UVmini-1240 spectrophotometer and IR spectra on a JASCO 
Cell viability assay
Cell viability was determined by MTT assay as follow: 15 L of MTT solution (5 mg/mL) was added into each well of the cultured medium. After a further 2-h incubation, the medium was removed, and then 50 L of DMSO was added to resolve the formazan crystals. Optical density measurements were made using a microplate reader equipped with a two-wavelength system at 550 nm and 700 nm. In each experiment, three replicates were prepared for each sample. The ratio of living cells was determined on the basis of the difference in absorbance between samples and controls.
Western blotting analysis
Cells treated with sample were lysed in lysis buffer, and extracts were separated on a 7.5% SDS-PAGE. Proteins were transferred to an Immun-Blot polyvinylidene difluoride membrane (PVDF; Bio-Rad) and blocked for 1 h with 5% skim milk. Blotted membranes were incubated with primary antibodies [anti-iNOS (anti-NOS2; Santa Cruz), diluted 1:1000 overnight at 4 C, and -actin (Sigma) diluted 1:2000 for 1 h], followed by horseradish peroxideconjugated rabbit or mouse IgG (Amersham). Protein bands were visualized with ECL solution (GE Healthcare).
DPPH radical assay
DPPH radical scavenging activity was measured according to the procedure described previously with slight modification. Briefly, 50 L of the sample solution, 50 L of ethanol, and 50 L of 2-morpholinoethanesulfonic acid (MES) buffer (pH 6.0) were added to a 96-well microtiter plate. The reaction was initiated by adding 50 L of 0.8 mM DPPH solution in ethanol. After mixing the plate for 1 min, the reaction mixture was left to stand for
